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2a)l3 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 
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Art Unit: 2682 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed November 18, 2005 have been folly considered but they are 
not persuasive. Henrick clearly shows that the connection to between the content server and the 

» 

mobile may be direct, as with a wireless local area network, see col. 6 lines 2-9, which would not 
involve an intermediary wired network. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 3,7-1 1, 13, 20, 22, 26-31, 33-37, 39 and 42-45 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Henrick (6,507,727). 

Regarding claim 1, Henrick discloses a content distribution method, comprising steps of: 

(i) a content server establishing a direct wireless connection with a mobile unit, and 
receiving a first request for available content items from a mobile unit over a wireless medium, 
wherein the mobile unit is located within a short range wireless operational area served by a 
transceiver of the content server; (Col. 4 lines 13-44; col. 6 lines 3-9) 

(ii) the content server transmitting a first response to the mobile unit via the transceiver, 
wherein the first response comprises information associated with available content items; (Col. 4 
lines 24-39) 
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(iii) the content server receiving a second request for a specific content item from the 
mobile unit via the transceiver; (Col. 4 lines 46-53) 

(iv) transmitting a second response from the content server to the mobile unit via the 
transceiver, wherein the second response comprises data corresponding to the specific content 
item, wherein the mobile unit accesses the content item using said accessibility data.. (Col. 4 
line 64-CoL 5 line 45) 

Regarding claim 3, Henrick discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the second response 
comprises the specific content item. (Col. 4 line 64-Col. 5 line 7) 

Regarding claim 7, Henrick discloses the method of claim 1, further comprising the step 
of authenticating the mobile unit prior to transmitting the first response by the content server via 
the transceiver. (Col. 4 lines 24-53) 

Regarding claim 8, Henrick discloses the method of claim 1, further comprising the step 
of authenticating the mobile unit prior to transmitting the second response by the content server 
via the transceiver. (Col. 4 lines 24-53) 

Regarding claim 9, Henrick discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the mobile unit 
comprises a mobile telephone. (Col. 6 lines 3-9) 

Regarding claim 10, Henrick discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the mobile unit 
comprises a personal digital assistant. (Col. 6 lines 3-9) 

Regarding claim 1 1, Henrick discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the mobile unit 
comprises a laptop computer. (Col. 6 lines 3-9) 

Regarding claim 13, Henrick discloses the method of claim 1, wherein a first specific 
content item is available according to a first set of predetermined conditions and a second 
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specific content item is available according to a second set of predetermined conditions. (Col. 3 
lines 60-col. 4 line 4; col. 4 lines 39-41) 

Regarding claim 20, Henrick discloses a content server, comprising: a processor; a 
transceiver for receiving requests from and transmitting responses to a mobile unit within a short 
range wireless operational area served by the content server; (col. 6 lines 3-9); memory for 
storing computer readable instructions that, when executed by the processor, cause the content 
server to perform the steps of: (i) establishing a direct wireless connection with a mobile unit, 
and receiving a first request from the mobile unit for available content item via the transceiver; 
(Col. 4 lines 13-44) (ii) transmitting a first response to the mobile unit, wherein the first 
response comprises information associated with available content items via the transceiver; (Col. 
4 lines 24-39) (iii) receiving a second request for a specific content item from the mobile unit via 
the transceiver (Col 4 lines 46-53); and (iv) transmitting a second response to the mobile unit via 
the transceiver, wherein the second response comprises accessibility data corresponding to the 
specific content item, wherein the mobile unit accesses the content item using said accessibility 
data.. (Col. 4 line 64-Col. 5 line 45) 

Regarding claim 22, Henrick discloses the content server of claim 20, wherein the second 
response comprises the specific content item. (Col. 4 line 64-Col. 5 line 45) 

Regarding claim 26, Henrick discloses the content server of claim 20, wherein the 
computer readable instructions further cause the content server to perform the step of 
authenticating the mobile unit prior to transmitting the first response via the transceiver. (Col. 4 
lines 24-53) 
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Regarding claim 27, Henrick discloses the content server of claim 20, wherein the 
computer readable instructions further cause the content server to perform the step of 
authenticating the mobile unit prior to transmitting the second response via the transceiver. (Col. 
4 lines 24-53) 

Regarding claim 28, Henrick discloses the content server of claim 20, wherein the mobile 
unit comprises a mobile telephone. (Col. 6 lines 4-9) 

Regarding claim 29, Henrick discloses the content server of claim 20, wherein the mobile 
unit comprises a personal digital assistant. (Col. 6 lines 4-9) 

Regarding claim 30, Henrick discloses the content server of claim 20, wherein the mobile 
unit comprises a laptop computer. (Col. 6 lines 4-9) 

Regarding claim 31, Henrick discloses a computer readable medium storing computer 
readable instructions that, when executed by one or more processors, cause a content server to 
perform the steps of: 

(i) establishing a direct wireless connection with a mobile unit, and receiving a first 
request for available content items from a mobile unit within short range wireless operational 
area served by a transceiver of the content server; (Col. 4 lines 13-44) 

(ii) transmitting a first response to the mobile unit via the transceiver, wherein the first 
response comprises information associated with available content items; (Col. 4 lines 24-39) 

(iii) receiving a second request for a specific content item from the mobile unit via the 
transceiver (Col. 4 lines 46-53); and 

(iv) transmitting a second response to the mobile unit via the transceiver, wherein the 
second response comprises accessibility data corresponding to the specific content item, wherein 
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the mobile unit accesses the content item using said accessibility data.. (Col. 4 line 64-Col. 5 line 
45) 

Regarding claim 33, Henrick discloses the computer readable medium of claim 31, 
wherein the second response comprises the specific content item. (Col. 4 line 64-Col. 5 line 7) 

Regarding claim 34, Henrick discloses the computer readable medium of claim 31, 
wherein the computer readable instructions further cause the content server to perform the step of 
authenticating the mobile unit prior to transmitting the first response via the transceiver. (Col. 4 
lines 24-53) 

Regarding claim 35, Henrick discloses the computer readable medium of claim 31, 
wherein the computer readable instructions further cause the content server to perform the step of 
authenticating the mobile unit prior to transmitting the second response via the transceiver. (Col. 
4 lines 24-53) 

Regarding claim 36, Henrick discloses the computer readable medium of claim 31, 
wherein the mobile unit comprises a mobile telephone. (Col. 6 lines 4-9) 

Regarding claim 37, Henrick discloses A mobile unit, comprising: a transceiver that 
communicates with a content server when the mobile unit has established a direct wireless 
connection with the content server is within a short range wireless operational area served by the 
content server; a processor; memory for storing computer readable instructions that, when 
executed by the processor, cause the mobile unit to perform the steps of 

(i) establishing a direct wireless connection with a mobile unit, and sending a first request 
for available content items to the content server; (Col. 4 lines 13-44) 
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(ii) receiving a first response from the content server, wherein the first response 
comprises information associated with available content items; (Col. 4 lines 24-39) 

(iii) sending a second request for a specific content item to the content server(Col. 4 lines 
46-53); and 

(iv) receiving a second response from the content server, wherein the second response 
comprises accessibility data corresponding to the specific content item, wherein the mobile unit 
accesses the content item using said accessibility data. (Col. 4 line 64-Col. 5 line 45) 

Regarding claim 39, Henrick discloses the mobile unit of claim 37, wherein the second 
response comprises the specific content item. (Col. 4 line 64-Col. 5 line 7) 

Regarding claim 42, Henrick discloses the mobile unit of claim 37, comprising a mobile 
telephone. (Col. 6 lines 4-9) 

Regarding claim 43, Henrick discloses the mobile unit of claim 37, comprising a personal 
digital assistant. (Col. 6 lines 4-9) 

Regarding claim 44, Henrick discloses the mobile unit of claim 37, comprising a laptop 
computer. (Col. 6 lines 4-9) 

Regarding claim 45, Henrick discloses the mobile unit of claim 37, wherein the computer 
readable instructions further cause the mobile unit to perform the step of sending authentication 
information to the content server. (Col. 4 lines 24-53; Col. 5 lines 1 1-24) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this tide, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
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such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 2, 12, 14-16, 18-21, 32 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wegener (6,490,432) in view of Henrick (6,507,727). 

Regarding claim 1, Wegener discloses a content distribution method, comprising steps of: 

(i) a content server receiving a first request for available content items from a mobile unit 
over a wireless medium, wherein the mobile unit is located within a wireless area served by the 
content server (Col. 7 lines 42-67); 

(ii) the content server transmitting a first response to the mobile unit, wherein the first 
response comprises information associated with available content items; (Col 7 lines 42-67) 

(iii) the content server receiving a second request for a specific content item from the 
mobile unit; (Col. 8 lines 11-13) 

(iv) transmitting a second response from the content server to the mobile unit, wherein 
the second response comprises accessibility data corresponding to the specific content item; 
wherein the mobile unit accesses the content item using said accessibility data. (Col. 7 lines 51- 
67) but does not expressly disclose short range. Henrick discloses short-range content 
distribution, (col. 6 lines 3-9) Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to use content distribution with a direct wireless connection in 
a short range environment in order to save power and take advantage of the proliferation of 
available short range networks. 

Regarding claim 2, the combination of Wegener and Henrick discloses the method of 
claim 1, wherein the second response comprises a pointer to the specific content item. (Wegener 
Col. 7 lines 51-67) 



i 
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Regarding claim 12, the combination of Wegener and Henrick the method of claim 3, 
further comprising the steps of: 

(v) opening a data channel between the mobile unit and a remote storage device; and 

(vi) sending the specific content item to the remote storage device via the data channel. 
(Wegener Col. 8 lines 52-67) 

Regarding claim 14, the combination of Wegener and Henrick discloses the method of 
claim 13, wherein the first set of predetermined conditions comprises a time-based condition. 
(Wegener Col. 5 lines 29-41) 

Regarding claim 15, the combination of Wegener and Henrick discloses the method of 
claim 13, wherein the first set of predetermined conditions comprises a date-based condition. 
(Wegener Col. 5 lines 29-41) 

Regarding claim 16, the combination of Wegener and Henrick discloses the method of 
claim 13, wherein the first set of predetermined conditions comprises a user-based condition. 
(Wegener Col. 8 lines 20-38) 

Regarding claim 18, Wegener discloses the content server of claim 20, wherein the 
second response comprises a pointer to the specific content item. (Wegener Col. 7 lines 51-67) 

■ 

Regarding claim 19, the combination of Wegener and Henrick discloses the method of 
claim 3, further comprising the step of downloading the specific content item from the mobile 
unit to a destination computer. (Col Wegener Col. 8 lines 52-67) 

Regarding claim 21, Wegener discloses the content server of claim 20, wherein the 
second response comprises a pointer to the specific content item. (Wegener Col. 7 lines 51-67) 
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Regarding claim 32, the combination of Wegener and Henrick discloses the computer 
readable medium of claim 31, wherein the second response comprises a pointer to the specific 
content item. (Wegener Col. 7 lines 51-67) 

Regarding claim 38, the combination of Wegener and Henrick discloses the mobile unit 
of claim 37, wherein the second response comprises a pointer to the specific content item. 
(Wegener Col. 7 lines 51-67) 

Claims 4-5, 23-24, 40 and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Henrick (6,507,727) in view of Levy (6,505,160). 

Regarding claims 4, Henrick discloses the method of claim 1, but does not expressly 
disclose low power radio. Levy discloses content distribution using low power radio. (Col. 5 
lines 51-66) Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to use low power radio for wireless communications in order to save power in 
short range communications with the additional advantage that line of sight is not required. 

Regarding claim 5, the combination of Henrick and Levy disclose the method of claim 4, 
wherein the wireless medium comprises Bluetooth protocols. (Col. 5 lines 51-66) 

Regarding claim 23, the content server of claim 20, wherein the transceiver receives 
requests and sends responses using low power radio. Levy discloses content distribution using 
low power radio. (Col. 5 lines 51-66) Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to use low power radio for wireless communications in 
order to save power in short range communications with the additional advantage that line of 
sight is not required. 
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Regarding claim 24, the combination of Henrick and Levy discloses the content server of 
claim 23, wherein the transceiver receives requests and sends responses using Bluetooth 
protocols. (Col 5 lines 51-66) 

Regarding claim 40. The mobile unit of claim 37, wherein the transceiver sends requests 
and receives responses using low power radio. Levy discloses content distribution using low 
power radio. (Col. 5 lines 51-66) Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to use low power radio for wireless communications in 
order to save power in short range communications with the additional advantage that line of 
sight is not required. 

Regarding claim 41 the combination of Henrick and Levy discloses the mobile unit of 
claim 40, wherein the transceiver sends requests and receives responses using Bluetooth 
protocols. (Col. 5 lines 51-66) 

Claims 6 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Henrick 
in view of Callway et al (US 2003/0027517). 

Regarding claim 6, Henrick discloses the limitations of claim 1, but does not disclose 
infrared. Callway discloses a content distribution system using infrared communications. [0015] 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to in the communications system, infrared requiring less power than radio 
communications. 

Regarding claim 25, Henrick discloses the limitations of claim 20, but does not disclose 
infrared. Callway discloses a content distribution system using infrared communications. [0015] 
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■ 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to in the communications system, infrared requiring less power than radio 
communications. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 17 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Claims 46-56 and 58-61 allowable. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lewis G. West whose telephone number is 571-272-7859. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00-3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doris To can be reached on 571-272-7629. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Lewis West 



(571) 272-7859 




